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 Sunday, July 12, 2026 @ 9am 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
Neenah, Wisconsin 

Service of Holy Communion 

  

Ministers Everyone at Gloria Dei 
Worship Ministry Pastor Doug Holtz  

Welcome to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church!   
So that we may come to know each other better...please fill out the maroon 

Friendship Pad located at the end of each pew and pass it along for others to 
do the same.  Once completed, return it and note the names of the others 

seated next to you so you may greet one another after the service.    
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WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Amen. 
 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower 
who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what 
appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with 
the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.  

Congregational portions are in Bold print 
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GATHERING SONG              “God of the Fertile Fields”                 ACS #1063  

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirt be with  you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By 
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow 
in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return 
there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 so shall my word be that 
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 
accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  
12 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the 
hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap 
their hands.  13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the 
brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for 
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of 
sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 
could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal 
with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according 
to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds 
on the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set 
the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set 
on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it 
cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  9 But you are not 
in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is 
in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal 
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”       ELW #512 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such 
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, 
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things 
in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, 
they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 
7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!”  18 “Hear, then, the 
parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown 
in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on 
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives 
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it with joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, 
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that 
person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this 
is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of 
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown 
on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 
and in another thirty.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY           “O God, Whose Word Well-Planted”          ACS #975 

 
 
 



7 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
United by the love of Christ, we profess our faith: 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of grace,          Hear our prayer. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 
 

SHARING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 We joyfully offer financial gifts to God’s ministry through Gloria Dei in a variety of  
ways.  Either place gifts in offering baskets as they are distributed or go to  
www.gloriadeilc.org/give (or scan QR code) or text your gift to 1-877-952-9422 this  
morning.  If you are giving electronically or at a frequency other than weekly, please  
place a blue card  (located in the pew rack) in the offering basket to signify your gifts.   
Thank you for your generous response to God’s blessings!   

OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God,  
maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what 
we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the 
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”        ELW #885 
 

http://www.gloriadeilc.org/give
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO THE TABLE 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 

THE LORD'S SUPPER 
 
 
 
 
 
SONG DURING THE MEAL 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper today!    Communion is served by intinction at stations. 
As you come forward, you will receive the bread and then dip it into the divided chalice for wine 
(red) or grape juice (white).  Children who receive communion, please hold out hands to receive 
the bread.  Those not communing, please fold hands to receive a blessing. Please notify an 
usher if you would like to receive communion at your seat. 
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TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in God's grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us 
forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 
love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today 
and always. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG              “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”                ELW #516 
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DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
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 9:00 A.M. 

MINISTERS All God’s people at Gloria Dei 
WORSHIP MINISTRY Pastor Doug Holtz 
MINISTER OF MUSIC Dr. Myron Jones 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR DIRECTOR Jill Krueger 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST Sherry Klitz 
LITURGY ASSISTANT Becky Luett 
LECTOR Becky Luett 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS Christine Olsen 
USHERS  
GREETERS  
ACOLYTE  
NURSERY ATTENDANT  
ALTAR GUILD Christine Olsen 
COFFEE HOST  
LIVESTREAMING  

 
 

THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (ELCA)  
1140 Tullar Road, Neenah, WI  54956          
www.gloriadeilc.org      920-725-6822 

• God of the Fertile Fields.  Text: Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) (OneLicense). 
• Lord, Let My Heart be Good Soil.  Text & Music: Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing 

Church Forum, Inc. (OneLicense).   
• O God, Whose Word Well-Planted.  Text & Music:  Augsburg Fortress (OneLicense).   
• Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow.  Text & Music: Public Domain. 
• Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast.  Text & Music:  Public Domain. 
  
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23779. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights  
reserved. 
Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI License #30595699 and 
License #2534420 and from OneLicense.net with license #A-703850.  
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