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Thursday, June 18, 2026 @ 6pm 
Sunday, June 21, 2026 @ 9am 

4th Sunday after Pentecost 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
Neenah, Wisconsin 

Service of Holy Communion 

 

Ministers Everyone at Gloria Dei 
Worship Ministry Pastor Doug Holtz  

Welcome to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church!   
So that we may come to know each other better...please fill out the maroon 
Friendship Pad located at the end of each pew and pass it along for others to 

do the same.  Once completed, return it and note the names of the others 
seated next to you so you may greet one another after the service.    
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Congregational portions are in Bold print. 

Chapter 3: The Threshing Floor - Naomi identifies Boaz as a "family redeemer"—a kinsman 
with the responsibility to care for them. Acting on Naomi’s advice, Ruth approaches Boaz at  
the threshing floor and asks him to fulfill this duty by marrying her. Boaz agrees to act as the 
redeemer, but notes that there is a closer relative who must be given the first option. 

WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing. Let us 
gather under the wings of God’s mercy. 

 

We keep silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Gracious God, 
we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—those 
known to us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen 
by you. We know that before you nothing remains hidden, and in you 
everything is revealed. Free us from the slavery of sin; liberate us from 
the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is pleasing in your sight; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior. 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
Remembering the covenant, God delivered us from our enemies. 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear. 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us all 
our sins. Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the light of 
the Holy Spirit guides our feet into the way of peace. 
Amen 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Come unto me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart; and you shall find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
Come unto me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.  I will give you rest. 
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GREETING/INVOCATION 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
   

GATHERING HYMN                “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                  ELW #733 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of wisdom, we pray for the creativity and prudence of Naomi as we 
craft our way in your world. Send your Spirit to lead us in knowing your  
infinite insight and perception as we walk alongside the people you  
created for us to love just as we love you. We pray in the name of the  
lovingkindness you sent to save us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
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BLESSING OF LECTOR  
Let us pray.  Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on us; Spirit of the living God, 
fall fresh on us.  Holy God, send your Spirit to fall fresh upon us and upon 
Robyn as she proclaims to us the scriptures. Mold our minds and melt our 
hearts to receive what the Spirit is saying to the churches; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

THEME READING: Ruth 3 
1 Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, I need to seek some  
security for you, so that it may be well with you. 2 Now here is our kinsman  
Boaz, with whose young women you have been working. See, he is  
winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. 3 Now wash and anoint  
yourself, and put on your best clothes and go down to the threshing floor, 
but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating 
and drinking. 4 When he lies down, observe the place where he lies; then 
go and uncover his feet and lie down, and he will tell you what to do.”  
5 She said to her, “All that you say I will do.”  6 So she went down to the 
threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law had instructed her.  
7 When Boaz had eaten and drunk and was in a contented mood, he went 
to lie down at the end of the heap of grain. Then she came stealthily and 
uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 At midnight the man was startled and 
turned over, and there, lying at his feet, was a woman! 9 He said, “Who are 
you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth, your servant; spread your cloak over 
your servant, for you are next-of-kin.”  10 He said, “May you be blessed by 
the Lord, my daughter; this last instance of your loyalty is better than the 
first; you have not gone after young men, whether poor or rich. 11 And 
now, my daughter, do not be afraid, I will do for you all that you ask, for all 
the assembly of my people know that you are a worthy woman. 12 But 
now, though it is true that I am a near kinsman, there is another kinsman 
more closely related than I. 13 Remain this night, and in the morning, if he 
will act as next-of-kin for you, good; let him do it. But if he is not willing to 
act as next-of-kin for you, then, as the Lord lives, I will act as next-of-kin 
for you. Lie down until the morning.”  14 So she lay at his feet until morning 
but got up before one person could recognize another, for he said, “It must 
not be known that the woman came to the threshing floor.” 15 Then he 
said, “Bring the cloak you are wearing and hold it out.” So she held it, and 
he measured out six measures of barley and put it on her back; then he  
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went into the town. 16 She came to her mother-in-law, who said, “How did 
things go with you, my daughter?” Then she told her all that the man had 
done for her, 17 saying, “He gave me these six measures of barley, for he 
said, ‘Do not go back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.’ ” 18 She re-
plied, “Wait, my daughter, until you learn how the matter turns out, for the 
man will not rest but will settle the matter today.”  

The word of the Lord.          Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”       ELW #512 

GOSPEL: Matthew 7:7-8 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the 
door will be opened for you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and every-
one who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be 
opened.  

The gospel of the Lord.          Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY              ”Blessed Be the God of Israel”              ELW #250 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
God of all goodness,                
you hear our prayer. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

SHARING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS 
We joyfully offer financial gifts to God’s ministry through Gloria Dei in a variety of 
ways.  Either place gifts in offering baskets as they are distributed or go to 
www.gloriadeilc.org/give (or scan QR code) or text your gift to 1-877-952-9422 this 
morning.  If you are giving electronically or at a frequency other than weekly, please 
place a blue card  (located in the pew rack) in the offering basket to signify your gifts.  
Thank you for your generous response to  God’s blessings!   

OFFERTORY                         “We Are an Offering”                            ELW #692 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Generous God, 
all good gifts come from your gracious hand. We offer you this bread, 
wine, and money, the harvest of our time and labor. Make us wise  
stewards of all your gifts, that your name may be exalted in all the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you holy Father, through Christ our Lord. 
You are the Lord of the harvest who did not leave your people in famine or 
despair. You sent Ruth to glean the fields, a beautiful picture of the grace 
you would ultimately offer to the whole world in Jesus our Savior.  And so, 
with the faithful of every generation and the whole heavenly host, we 
praise your name and joining their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS                                   “Holy, Holy, Holy”                              ACS #1089 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on us 
and given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for the redemption you 
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit into our 
hearts to establish in us a living faith and prepare us joyfully to receive our 
Redeemer who comes to us in his body and blood.  In the night in which he 
was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new  
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we  
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper today!    Communion is served by intinction at stations. 
As you come forward, you will receive the bread and then dip it into the divided chalice for wine 
(red) or grape juice (white).  Children who receive communion, please hold out hands to receive 
the bread.  Those not communing, please fold hands to receive a blessing. Please notify an  
usher if you would like to receive communion at your seat. 
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TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in God's grace. 
Amen. 
 

TABLE PRAYER 
Let us pray.  God of our ancestors, God of all people, before whose face the 
human generations pass away, we thank you that as the broken bread was 
gathered into one loaf, the broken fragments of our history are gathered up 
and healed by the redeeming act of Christ.  Send us forth in peace, form us 
into what we celebrate, the body of Christ in the world.  Nourished by this 
sacrament, give us strength and courage to serve you in daily life with joy and 
singleness of heart. In the name of Christ we pray. 
Amen. 

Silence for reflection 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
People of God, you have been called to be disciples of Christ.  Whatever you 
do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God through him.  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever.   
Amen. 

SONG DURING THE MEAL             “In This Feast of Love”                   ACS #962 
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SENDING SONG                    “Let All Things Now Living”                   ELW #881 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.               Thanks be to God. 
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (ELCA)  
1140 Tullar Road, Neenah, WI  54956          
www.gloriadeilc.org      920-725-6822 

 9:00 a.m. 

MINISTERS All God’s people at Gloria Dei 

WORSHIP MINISTRY Pastor Doug Holtz 

MINISTER OF MUSIC Dr. Myron Jones 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR DIRECTOR Jill Kruger 

CHOIR ACCOMPANIST Sherry Klitz 

LITURGY ASSISTANT Robyn Krueger 

LECTOR Robyn Krueger 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS Sophia Lodico 

USHERS Don Reid 

GREETERS Jane Reid 

ACOLYTE  

NURSERY ATTENDANT  

ALTAR GUILD Marlene Marks 

COFFEE HOST  

LIVE STREAMING Vincent Guardiola 

THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

• Great Is Thy Faithfulness.  Text & Music: Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) (OneLIcense). 
• Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil.  Text & Music: Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church Forum, Inc. 

(OneLicense). 
• Blessed Be the God of Israel.  Text: Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) (OneLicense). Music: Public Domain.   
• We Are an Offering.  Text & Music:  Word Music Group, Inc. (CCLI). 
• Holy, Holy, Holy.  Text: Augsburg Fortress (OneLicense). 
• In This Feast of Love.  Text & Music: Augsburg Fortress (OneLicense). 
• Let All Things Now Living.  Text: ECS Music Company (OneLIcense).  Tune:  Public Domain.  Arrangement: 

Augsburg Fortress (OneLicense).     
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23779. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights  
reserved. 
Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI License #30595699 and 
License #2534420 and from OneLicense.net with license #A-703850.  


