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June 7, 2026 
9:00 a.m. 

2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
Neenah, Wisconsin 

Service of Holy Communion 

 

Ministers Everyone at Gloria Dei 
Worship Ministry Pastor Doug Holtz  

Welcome to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church!   
So that we may come to know each other better...please fill out the maroon 
Friendship Pad located at the end of each pew and pass it along for others to 

do the same.  Once completed, return it and note the names of the others 
seated next to you so you may greet one another after the service.    
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Congregational portions are in Bold print. 

Ruth Chapter 1: Loss and Loyalty:  Following a famine, Naomi and her Israelite family 
move to Moab. Naomi’s husband and sons die, leaving her widowed alongside her  
two Moabite daughters-in-law, Ruth and Orpah. When Naomi decides to return to 
Bethlehem, Ruth  refuses to leave her side, pledging unwavering loyalty to Naomi’s  
people and her God.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
L The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing. Let us 

gather under the wings of God’s mercy. 

 

We keep silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

P Gracious God, 
C we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—those 

known to us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but 
seen by you. We know that before you nothing remains hidden, and in 
you everything is revealed. Free us from the slavery of sin; liberate us 
from the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is pleasing in your 
sight; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

L From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior. 
C Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
L Remembering the covenant, God delivered us from our enemies. 
C Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
L Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear. 
C Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
P With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us 

all our sins. Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the 
light of the Holy Spirit guides our feet into the way of peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L Come unto me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest. 
C Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 

heart; and you shall find rest for your souls. 
L For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
C Come unto me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest. (Matthew 11:28-30) 
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GREETING/INVOCATION 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you.  
  

GATHERING HYMN     “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing!”      ELW #886 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L O God, the strength of those who hope in you: Be present and hear our 

prayers; and, because in the weakness of our mortal nature we can do 
nothing good without you, give us the help of your grace, so that in 
keeping your commandments we may please you in will and deed; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
BLESSING OF LECTORS  
P Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

comes from you. Bless Jay Olson, who will read to us the scriptures. 
Make us hunger for the Word of life, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen.  
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THEME READING: Ruth 1 
1 In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a  
certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he 
and his wife and two sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech and the 
name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and  
Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the 
country of Moab and remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, 
died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the 
name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they had 
lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the 
woman was left without her two sons and her husband.  6 Then she started to 
return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she had heard 
in the country of Moab that the Lord had considered his people and given 
them food. 7 So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and 
her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of 
Judah. 8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to 
your mother’s house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt 
with the dead and with me. 9 The Lord grant that you may find security, each 
of you in the house of your husband.” Then she kissed them, and they wept 
aloud. 10 They said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” 11 But 
Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters. Why will you go with me? Do I still have 
sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? 12 Turn back, my 
daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I thought 
there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, 
13 would you then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from 
marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for you, 
because the hand of the Lord has turned against me.” 14 Then they wept aloud 
again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her.  15 So 
she said, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her 
gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, “Do not press me to 
leave you, to turn back from following you!  Where you go, I will go; where  
you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people and your God my God.   
17 Where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried.  May the Lord do thus  
to me, and more as well, if even death parts me from you!”  18 When Naomi 
saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her.  19 So  
the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they came to  
Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them, and the women 
said, “Is this Naomi?” 20 She said to them, “Call me no longer Naomi; call me 
Mara, for the Almighty has dealt bitterly with me.  21 I went away full, but the 
Lord has brought me back empty; why call me Naomi when the Lord has 
dealt harshly with me and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me?”   
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22 So Naomi returned together with Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, 
who came back with her from the country of Moab. They came to Bethlehem 
at the beginning of the barley harvest.  
L   The word of the Lord.          C   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”          ELW #512 

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:3-9 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.   5 “Blessed  
are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  6 “Blessed are those who  
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  7 “Blessed are 
the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God.  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God.  
P The gospel of the Lord.        C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY          “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”         ELW #659 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
 

PRESENTATION 
P  Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for this person,  
 one with us in the body of Christ, who is making public affirmation of her 

baptism. 
P  I present Ally Keck, who desires to make public affirmation of her baptism. 
 Let us pray.  Merciful God, we thank you for Ally, whom you have made 

your own by water and the Word in baptism.  You have called her to  
 yourself, enlightened her with the gifts of your Spirit and nourished her in 

the community of faith.  Uphold your servant in the gifts and promises of 
baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.  
We ask this in the name of Christ. 

C Amen. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 
P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the 

faith of the church.  Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that  
 defy God? 
C I renounce them. 
P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
C I renounce them. 
P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
C I renounce them. 
P Do you believe in God the Father? 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
 Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 

AFFIRMATION  
P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue 

in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s 
faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to 
serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice 
and peace in all the earth? 

Ally: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
P  People of God, do you promise to support Ally and pray for her in her life 

in Christ? 
C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Ally and family, please come forward as Bible verse is read. 
 

John 15:12-13 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you.  No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends.” 
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P: Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy 
Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal 
life.  Stir up in Ally the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
P  Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  Together we will give thanks 

and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
L God of all goodness,   C   you hear our prayer. 
  

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
L The peace of the Lord be with you always.     C   And also with you. 
 

SHARING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS 
We joyfully offer financial gifts to God’s ministry through Gloria Dei in a variety of 
ways.  Either place gifts in offering baskets as they are distributed or go to 
www.gloriadeilc.org/give (or scan QR code) or text your gift to 1-877-952-9422 this 
morning.  If you are giving electronically or at a frequency other than weekly, please 
place a blue card  (located in the pew rack) in the offering basket to signify your gifts.  
Thank you for your generous response to  God’s blessings!   

OFFERTORY                         “We Are an Offering”                            ELW #692 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
L Let us pray.  Generous God, 
C all good gifts come from your gracious hand. We offer you this bread, 

wine, and money, the harvest of our time and labor. Make us wise 
stewards of all your gifts, that your name may be exalted in all the 
world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you holy Father, through Christ our 
Lord. You are the Lord of the harvest who did not leave your people in 
famine or despair. You sent Ruth to glean the fields, a beautiful picture  

 of the grace you would ultimately offer to the whole world in Jesus our 
Savior.  And so, with the faithful of every generation and the whole  

 heavenly host, we praise your name and joining their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on us 

and given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for the redemption 
you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit into 
our hearts to establish in us a living faith and prepare us joyfully to  

 receive our Redeemer who comes to us in his body and blood.  In the 
night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after 
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all  

 people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as  
 we  forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and  
 ever. Amen. 
 

 

SANCTUS                                   “Holy, Holy, Holy”                              ACS #1089 
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TABLE BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in God's grace. 
C Amen. 
 

TABLE PRAYER 
L Let us pray.  God of our ancestors, God of all people, before whose face the 

human generations pass away, we thank you that as the broken bread was 
gathered into one loaf, the broken fragments of our history are gathered up 
and healed by the redeeming act of Christ.  Send us forth in peace, form us 
into what we celebrate, the body of Christ in the world.  Nourished by this 
sacrament, give us strength and courage to serve you in daily life with joy 
and singleness of heart. In the name of Christ we pray. 

C   Amen. 
Silence for reflection 

 
 

SONG DURING THE MEAL             “In This Feast of Love”                   ACS #962 

All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper today!    Communion is served by intinction at stations. 
As you come forward, you will receive the bread and then dip it into the divided chalice for wine 
(red) or grape juice (white).  Children who receive communion, please hold out hands to receive 
the bread.  Those not communing, please fold hands to receive a blessing. Please notify an  
usher if you would like to receive communion at your seat. 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING OF GRADUATES 
P Dear friends: Life presents us with various significant milestones that set 

the stage for the next phase in our earthly journey. Graduation from high 
school is one of these milestones. Today we wish to honor those who are 
moving through this special time of accomplishment, transition, and 
change, and to show them that we, their community of faith, stand with 
them and support them as fellow believers in Jesus Christ. 

  

Graduates introduce themselves. 
  

P At this time of celebration and transition, hear these words from holy 
scripture. 

 Jeremiah 29:11-13:  11 For surely I know the plans I have for you, says 
the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future 
with hope. 12 Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I 
will hear you. 13 When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek 
me with all your heart.   

P Dear graduates: At this special time in your life we are eager to show you 
how delighted we are that you have reached this milestone in your life. 
As fellow members of this community of faith we rejoice with you and 
want you to know of our pride and excitement as you move from this ac-
complishment into the next phase of your life. We also want you to 
know that wherever you go and whatever you do, you are going forward 
with our prayers for God’s continued guidance, power, protection, and 
strength.  

 O Lord Jesus Christ, when you welcomed the children your invitation in-
cluded each one of us. Your guiding hand has continually been upon 
these young people. You have sustained them. You have shared in their 
laughter and wiped away their tears. In times of confusion you have 
offered direction. In times of sorrow you have offered hope. In times of 
doubt your Holy Spirit has lifted them up. Grant, O Savior, to each of 
these graduates the knowledge of your continued presence as they go 
forth into the future. Bless them and keep them. Guide their steps. Hold 
them in the hollow of your hand. Bless them and keep them now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
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P  Members and friends of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, will you promise 
to keep these graduates and their families in your thoughts and prayers 
as they go forth into the future?            

C We will. 
P Will you, as fellow believers in Jesus Christ, promise to help these young 

people as need and opportunity arise?  
C We will. 
 

 Parents and guardians may place a hand on the shoulder  
or head of their child as they pray for God’s blessing  
with these or similar words, assisted by the leader. 

 

P May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord watch over you and 
keep you safe.  May the Lord guide your every step.  May you always 
know of our unending love for you.   

C Amen. 
 
USLABAR SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION 
 
BENEDICTION 
P People of God, you have been called to be disciples of Christ.  Whatever 

you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God through him.  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and  

 Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
C Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
L Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

SENDING SONG          “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”           ELW #543 
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High School Graduates: 

 Rylee Ehlke 

 Alivia Haller 

 Owen Hansen 

 Emilee Johnson 

 Joshua Kurtz 

 Mattea Lane 

 Jesse Michaud 

 Shiloh Scheible 

 Elianna Wessel 

 

College Graduates: 
 Morgan Helms graduated from UW-Oshkosh with a BS in 

Nursing. 

 Noelle Helms graduated from UW-Milwaukee with a BS in  

 Biomedical Engineering. 

 Brendan Krutz graduated from Fox Valley Technical College 
with an Associated Degree in Nursing. 

 Thomas Swanson II graduated from UW-Oshkosh with a major 
in Criminal Justice and a minor in African American Studies. 

 

 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                      16 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (ELCA)  
1140 Tullar Road, Neenah, WI  54956          
www.gloriadeilc.org      920-725-6822 

 9:00 a.m. 

MINISTERS All God’s people at Gloria Dei 

WORSHIP MINISTRY Pastor Doug Holtz 

MINISTER OF MUSIC Dr. Myron Jones 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR DIRECTOR Jill Kruger 

CHOIR ACCOMPANIST Sherry Klitz 

LITURGY ASSISTANT Jay Olson 

LECTOR Jay Olson 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  

USHERS Nancy Swanson/ 
Terry Gulke 

GREETERS Dave & Laura Kraus 

ACOLYTE  

NURSERY ATTENDANT  

ALTAR GUILD Carol Anderson 

COFFEE HOST Nancy Swanson 

LIVE STREAMING Ryan Helms 

THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

• Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing!  Text & Music: Public Domain. 
• Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil.  Text & Music: Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church Forum, Inc. 

(OneLicense). 
• Will You Let Me Be Your Servant.  Text & Music: Capitol CMG Publishing (CCLI). 
• We Are an Offering.  Text & Music:  Word Music Group, Inc. (CCLI). 
• Holy, Holy, Holy.  Text: Augsburg Fortress (OneLicense). 
• In This Feast of Love.  Text & Music: Augsburg Fortress (OneLicense). 
• Go, My Children, with My Blessing.  Text: CPH Publishing (SESAC) (OneLIcense).  Tune: Public Domain.     
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23779. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI License #30595699 and 
License #2534420 and from OneLicense.net with license #A-703850.  

 


