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May 24, 2026 
9:00 a.m. 

Pentecost Sunday 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
Neenah, Wisconsin 

Service of Holy Communion 

 

Ministers Everyone at Gloria Dei 
Worship Ministry Pastor Doug Holtz  

Welcome to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church!   
So that we may come to know each other better...please fill out the maroon 
Friendship Pad located at the end of each pew and pass it along for others to 

do the same.  Once completed, return it and note the names of the others 
seated next to you so you may greet one another after the service.    
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Congregational portions are in Bold print,  *please stand as you are able 

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the  
giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we 
celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit  
arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds 
us that though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that 
equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering 
them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit 
and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Come, Holy Fire, and burn in us. 
Come, Holy Wind, and cleanse us within. 
Come, Holy Light, and lead us in the darkness. 
Come, Holy Spirit, and fill your Church. 

C Amen. 
L When our lives remain hidden, when are hearts are shuttered, when our 

souls are fill with fear because of all we have done and said, God comes, 
breathing new life, blowing away our failings, restoring us to new hope.   

 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P Spirit of Pentecost, 
C if only we would tell of your wonders in our lives, your overflowing 

grace – but we are too busy complaining of someone’s social media 
post. If only we would share the Spirit which has transformed our lives, 
but we bottle it up, hoping to sell it for our own profit. If only we would 
let go of all the envy we have about others, but we let it erode our 
souls day by day. 

 

Forgive us and pour your mercy into the closed rooms of our hearts. 
Breathe your peace upon us, that we might be healers of brokenness. 
Breathe your hope upon us, that we might open ourselves to the lone-
ly.  Breathe your love into us, that we might be as generous and wel-
coming as Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

P Listen! This is the good news spoken long ago, yet brought fresh to us by 
the Holy Spirit: God forgives us and fills us with all things new. 

C Thanks be to God! God gives us new hope, new joy, new life—this day 
and in all the days to come. Amen.  
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*GATHERING HYMN             “Come Down, O Love Divine”              ELW #804 

*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L Give us just a spark on this day, Imaginative God, 
C to kindle our smoldering apathy until we burst into bonfires to melt all 

the injustice which threatens to consume the world.  
L Give us just a word this day, Poet of Pentecost,  
C that we might be the voice of those dispersed by fears, that we might 

proclaim the good news to all we would meet. 
L Give us a cool breeze this day, Shattering Spirit, 
C stirring and shaking us until we become a storm of hopes to clear the 

despair from all our neighborhoods and lands. 
L Give us yourself this day, God in Community, Holy in One, by the way of 

your Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21 
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in  
one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  5 Now there were devout Jews from 
every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in 
our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of  
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and  
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others 
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”  14 But Peter, standing with 
the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and all who live 
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, 
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 
16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  17 ‘In the last days it 
will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams.  18 Even upon my slaves, both men and  
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women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.   
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and 
the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.   
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
L   The word of the Lord.          C   Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 104                 “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”            ELW #864 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
3b No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.  4 Now there are 
varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are varieties of services but 
the same Lord, 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation  
of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the 
utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according  
to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of powerful deeds, to  
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another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are 
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually 
just as the Spirit chooses.  12 For just as the body is one and has many mem-
bers, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 
with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
L   The word of the Lord.          C   Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
C 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-23 
P   The Holy Gospel according to John. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 
were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
P   The gospel of the Lord.                       C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY         “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading”       ELW #401 

P Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in us the fire 
of your love. 
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Refrain 

NICENE CREED 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he  

 ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                      8 

*OFFERTORY                         “We Are an Offering”                            ELW #692 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
L We pray together:  Generous Spirit, 
C Blow the dust off our fears, so we might be more giving people. Blow 

the dust off our material gifts we think have little value, so we might 
realize how they can bring hope and life to others. Blow the dust off 
our mistaken views of others, so we might see them as our siblings, 
ready to grace us, even as we may bless them with these offerings.  

 In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
L God of love,   C   hear our prayer. 
  

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
L The peace of Christ be with you always.     C   And also with you. 
  
SHARING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS 
We joyfully offer financial gifts to God’s ministry through Gloria Dei in a variety of 
ways.  Either place gifts in offering baskets as they are distributed or go to 
www.gloriadeilc.org/give (or scan QR code) or text your gift to 1-877-952-9422 this 
morning.  If you are giving electronically or at a frequency other than weekly, please 
place a blue card  (located in the pew rack) in the offering basket to signify your gifts.  
Thank you for your generous response to  God’s blessings!   
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*SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION / GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P May the Spirit of Pentecost touch you this day. 
C And touch you, as well. 
P May the fresh breeze of love fill your hearts. 
C We open them to the Spirit who would overflow from our hearts. 
P May the words of Pentecost offer you new songs. 
C We will sing praise and thanksgiving to our God.  
P Wow! All you do, God of imagination and wonder!...we join in singing 

your praise forever and ever: 
 
C 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P Like your glory, may your holiness be eternal, God of wind and flames, 

and may your Child, Jesus, bless us with words of wonder and joy.  
Though we would close our hearts, he comes to open them with love; 
though we would shutter our souls, he comes to throw them wide open 
with laughter and love; though we would remain hidden away in death’s 
cold upper room, he enters to take away its power over us, so that the 
bright flames of the resurrection might dance over our lives bringing us 
hope.  In the night in which he was betrayed... 

P As we would open our hearts to the Spirit, as we would welcome the 
peace and power, we tell of that faith grounded in Pentecost’s mystery: 

C Drawing his last breath, Christ died for us; with the sudden breath of 
the resurrection, Christ was raised; Christ will return, to breathe the 
Spirit into us forever.  
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All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper today!    Communion is served by intinction at stations. 
As you come forward, you will receive the bread and then dip it into the divided chalice for wine 
(red) or grape juice (white).  Children who receive communion, please hold out hands to receive 
the bread.  Those not communing, please fold hands to receive a blessing. Please notify an  
usher if you would like to receive communion at your seat. 

P Here in this place, with people gathered in this space, may you pour the 
Spirit of Pentecost upon the simple gifts of the bread and the cup. With 
the brokenness of the bread, we pray hope might dance upon our souls  

 so we will rush out like a mighty wind to bring healing to our shattered 
world. Drinking from the cup of grace, we pray it flows through us to  

 become a fountain of unending generosity to parched people thirsting for 
life.  And when that day comes when we no longer need to huddle under 
the covers of fear, you will gather us around the Table with our siblings of 
every time, of every place, of every language, breathing the Spirit upon 
us, telling us the Word of grace and hope, as we sing our thanks forever 
and ever, God in Community, Holy in One.   

C Amen. 
  

*LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we  
 forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

  

*WELCOME TO THE TABLE 
P How good it is to be all together in one place, rejoicing at the gift of God's 

Spirit and longing to be united with all God's people from every time and 
place, in every land and nation. We are made one through this meal,  

 invited by the same Savior, fed on the same body and blood, empowered 
for the same earthly mission. Come to the table—all is now ready! 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  
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*TABLE BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you with the wind of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
L Let us pray.  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salva-

tion you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. 
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim 
your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
P May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, giving you grace to confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, and to proclaim the wonderful works of God; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spir-
it, be among you, and remain with you always.  

C Amen. 

SONG DURING THE MEAL             “In This Feast of Love”                   ACS #962 
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*DISMISSAL 
L The shutters of our hearts have been flung open by the fresh breath of God! 
C We will go to offer God’s love to everyone around us. 
L Our souls have been set on fire by the justice of the Brother of the poor. 
C We will go to share visions of hope, to listen to the dreams of the  
 oppressed. 
L Our loneliness and fears have been set aside by the Spirit of inclusion  
 creating community. 
C We will speak words of peace to all we meet, we will open ourselves to 

the gifts of others. 
L Go in peace! The Spirit leads you! 
C Thanks be to God! 

*SENDING SONG                    “O Day Full of Grace”                            ELW #627 
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (ELCA)  
1140 Tullar Road, Neenah, WI  54956          
www.gloriadeilc.org      920-725-6822 

 9:00 a.m. 

MINISTERS All God’s people at Gloria Dei 

WORSHIP MINISTRY Pastor Doug Holtz 

MINISTER OF MUSIC Dr. Myron Jones 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR DIRECTOR Jill Kruger 

CHOIR ACCOMPANIST Sherry Klitz 

LITURGY ASSISTANT Christine Olsen 

LECTOR Christine Olsen 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS Valerie Gulke 

USHERS  

GREETERS Valerie Gulke 

ACOLYTE Landon Schaller 

NURSERY ATTENDANT  

ALTAR GUILD Christine Olsen 

COFFEE HOST Nancy Swanson 

LIVE STREAMING  

THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

• Come Down, O Love Divine.  Text & Music: Public Domain. 
• Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven.  Text & Music: Public Domain. 
• Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading.  Text & Music: Augsburg Fortress (OneLicense). 
• We Are an Offering.  Text & Music:  Word Music Group, Inc. (CCLI). 
• In This Feast of Love.  Text & Music: Augsburg Fortress (OneLicense). 
• O Day Full of Grace.  Translation: Augsburg Fortress (OneLIcense).  Music: Public Domain.      
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23779. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI License #30595699 
and License #2534420 and from OneLicense.net with license #A-703850.  
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