April 2, 2026
6:30 p.m.
Maundy Thursday
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

Neenah, Wisconsin
Service of Holy Communion

Ministers Everyone at Gloria Dei
Worship Ministry Pastor Doug Holtz

Welcome to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church!
So that we may come to know each other better...please fill out the maroon

Friendship Pad located at the end of each pew and pass it along for others to
do the same. Once completed, return it and note the names of the others
seated next to you so you may greet one another dfter the service.




Congregational portions are in Bold print, *please stand as you are able

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around
the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember
Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out
the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give
and receive love in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through
this holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the world.
Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days.

WELCOME

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to
struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving
God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at
baptism. [We have shared this discipline of Lent with new brothers and
sisters in Christ who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil.]

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin
and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our
sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great
Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.

We keep silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.

C Amen.

People may come forward and kneel for the laying on of hands. The minister, laying
both hands on each person’s head, addresses each in turn. In obedience to the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins. The person may respond

Amen.
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*LAYING OF HANDS HYMN “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” ELW #599
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1 Lord Je - sus, think on me, and purge a - way my sin;
2 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, by  anx - ious thoughts op - pressed;
3 Lord Je - sus, think on me, nor let me go a - stray;
4 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, that, when the flood is  past,
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from self - ish pas-sions set me free and make me pure with- in.

let me your lov -ing

ser - vant be and taste your prom-ised rest.

through dark-ness and per - plex - i - ty point out your cho - sen way.

I may the_e-ter - nal

*APOSTOLIC GREETING

bright-ness see and share your joy

at  last.

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
L Let us pray. Holy God,

C source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this
commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as
he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.



FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-14

" The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, > “This month
shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of
the year for you. ’ Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth
of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each
household. “If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its
closest neighbor in obtaining one; the Iamb shall be divided in proportion
to the number of people who eat of it. ° Your lamb shall be without
blemlsh a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats.

°You shaII keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole
assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at tW|I|ght "They shall
take some of the blood and put |t on the two doorposts and the lintel of
the houses in which they eat it. ° They shall eat the lamb that same night;
they shaII eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter
herbs. ° Do not eat any of it raw or b0|Ied in water but roasted over the fire,
with its head, legs, and inner organs. “You shall let none of it remain until
the mornlng, anything that remains until the morning you shall burn with
fire. ' This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your
feet, and your staff in your hand, and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the
Passover of the LORD. ~“ | will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and
| will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, from human to ani-
maI and on all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the LORD.

The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when |
see the blood, | will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when |
strike the Iand of Egypt. *“ “This day shall be a day of remembrance for you.
You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations
you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.”
L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication,
for the LORD has given ear to me whenever | called.
How shall | repay the LORD for all the good things God has done for me?
I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD.
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people.
" Precious in your sight, O LORD, is the death of your servants.



'®0 Lorb, truly I am your servant; | am your servant, the child of your

handmald you have freed me from my bonds.
rwill offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of

the LORD.

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people,

”in the courts of the LORD’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

For | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread,
he had given thanks, he broke |t and said, “This is my body that is for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.’
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as

often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

’*>In the same way he took the cup also,

bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

L The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

and when

" “°For as often as you eat this

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Let your stead-fast love come to us, O Lord.
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Let your stead-fast love come to us, O Lord.



GOSPEL READING: John 13:1-17, 31b-35
P The Holy Gospel according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

" Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had
come to depart from this world and go to the Father Having loved his own
who were in the world, he loved them to the end. * The devil had already
deC|ded that Judas son of Simon Iscariot would betray Jesus. And during
supper ~ Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all thlngs into his hands
and that he had come from God and was going to God, “ got up from sup-
per, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. ° Then he
poured water into a basin and began to wash the dlsuples feet and to
wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. ° He came to Simon
Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” ’ Jesus
answered, You do not know now what | am doing, but later you will
understand ” % peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet Jesus
answered, “Unless | wash you, you have no share with me.” ” Simon Peter
sa|d to h|m ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!”

% Jesus sa|d to h|m “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except
for the feet, but is ent|rer clean. And you are clean, though not aII of you.”

"' For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of
you are clean.” ' After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and
had recllned again, he said to them, “Do you know what | have done to
you? ’You call me Teacher and Lord and you are right, for that is what |
am. " So if I, your Lord and Teacher have washed your feet, you also ought
to wash one another’s feet. * For I have set you an example, that you also
should do as | have done to you. '° Very truly, | tell you, slaves are not
greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who
sent them. '’ If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

”Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorlﬁed in
him. *” If God has been glorlﬁed in him, God will also glorify him in himself
and will glorify him at once. * Little chlldren | am with you only a little
longer. You will look for me, and as | sald to the Jews so now | say to you,
‘Where | am going, you cannot come.” > | give you a new commandment,
that you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love
one another. > By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.”

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ



CHILDREN'S MESSAGE: FOOTWASHING
SERMON Pastor Doug Holtz
*SONG OF RESPONSE “Now We Join in Celebration” ELW #462

] 1 z
I f | | 1 |
1 | | ;I 1 ’.
7> — 2

i
]

QL

L
| | I |

N\ EEE

Wy 1
L
)
1 Now we join in cel - e-bra-tion at our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-1ly rap - ture!
3 Lord,we share in this com-mu - nion as one fam-’ly of God’s chil - dren,
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Give us grace to live for oth - ers, serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
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stoops a - gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life to feed wus.
pledge of your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav’'n-ly glad - ness.
seek - ing jus-tice,love,and mer - cy till you comein fi - nal glo - ry.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L God of mercy and grace,
C We lift our prayers to you.



* SHARING OF THE PEACE
L The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

SHARING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS

We joyfully offer financial gifts to God’s ministry through Gloria Dei in a variety of [EpEx
ways. Either place gifts in offering baskets as they are distributed or go to o 41,
www.gloriadeilc.org/qgive (or scan QR code) or text your gift to 1-877-952-9422 -
this morning. If you are giving electronically or at a frequency other than weekly, 138
please place a biue card (located in the pew rack) in the offering basket to signify [Elt
your gifts. Thank you for your generous response to God'’s blessings!

*OFFERTORY “In the Cross of Christ | Glory” vs 2 ELW #324
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Cross for - sake me; lo, glows with peace and joy.

*OFFERING PRAYER

L Holy and merciful God,

C As Jesus humbly served his disciples, so we humbly offer our gifts in
service to you, our neighbors, and all creation. Accept these offerings

and make them holy, that they might help to bring your transforming
love to bear upon a suffering world. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Lift up your  hearts. C We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise...we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal
the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who,
on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.



P Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of
all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ,
our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory,
now and forever.

C Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

*WELCOME TO THE TABLE

P Our servant Savior, Jesus Christ, calls you now to feast in his name.
Come to the table where Jesus meets us and nourishes us in bread and
wine for the restoration of all. Whether it's your first or ten thousandth

time coming to Jesus' table, this gift is for you. All is prepared. Come as
you are.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper today! Communion is served by intinction at stations.
As you come forward, you will receive the bread and then dip it into the divided chalice for wine
(red) or grape juice (white). Children who receive communion, please hold out hands to receive
the bread. Those not communing, please fold hands to receive a blessing. Please notify an
usher if you would like to receive communion at your seat.
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the
saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this
sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of
your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

The sacramental elements and vessels, linens, paraments, banners, and books are
removed from the worship space. Psalm 22 is read, reminding us of the pain our
sinfulness that put Jesus to death on the cross, but also the victory yet to come.

All depart in silence.
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THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

6:30 P.M.

MINISTERS All God’s people at Gloria Dei
WORSHIP MINISTRY Pastor Doug Holtz
MINISTER OF MUSIC Dr. Myron Jones
CHILDREN’S CHOIR DIRECTOR | Jill Kruger
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST Sherry Klitz
LITURGY ASSISTANT
LECTOR
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
USHERS Nancy Swanson/

Mike Farrell
GREETERS
ACOLYTE Jackson Rougeux
NURSERY ATTENDANT
ALTAR GUILD Christine Olsen
COFFEE HOST
LIVE STREAMING

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (ELCA)
1140 Tullar Road, Neenah, WI 54956
www.gloriadeilc.org
920-725-6822

e Lord Jesus, Think on Me. Text & Music: Public Domain.
e Now We Join in Celebration. Text: Augsburg Fortress (OnelLicense). Music: Public Domain.
o In the Cross of Christ | Glory. Text & Music: Public Domain.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23779.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI License #30595699
and License #2534420 and from Onelicense.net with license #A-703850.
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