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March 22, 2026 
8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
Neenah, Wisconsin 

Service of Holy Communion 

 

Ministers Everyone at Gloria Dei 
Worship Ministry Pastor Doug Holtz  

Welcome to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church!   
So that we may come to know each other better...please fill out the maroon 
Friendship Pad located at the end of each pew and pass it along for others to 

do the same.  Once completed, return it and note the names of the others 
seated next to you so you may greet one another after the service.    
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Congregational portions are in Bold print,  *please stand as you are able 

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. 
The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile 
or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. 
In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the 
Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing  
promise in our baptism. 

WELCOME 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 
mercy endures forever. 

 

C Amen. 

 

P If it is true that God has recorded our failings, we hope it will never be 
published. But in truth, if the book was opened, every page would be 
blank, for God forgives us of everything we have done, or failed to do. 
So, let us wait for God's mercy and grace, as we come with our prayers 
for forgiveness. First, we keep silence for reflection and self-
examination.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Gracious God, 

 

C we are set free by your saving grace, yet we must confess how we are 
still bound by our pride and arrogance. We seem unable to throw off 
the grave clothes of our habitual sin, finding them too comfortable to 
wear. We cling to our fears, for they are so familiar and make such 
good companions. 

 

Yet, there in every corner of our lives, in every shadow we fear, into 
the cold embrace of death itself, you come, Steadfast Love. You break 
the bonds of sin and terror, giving us new strength and hope for the 
journey, and calling us to new life through the love and sacrifice of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

 

P Siblings in Christ, you can put your hope in God, for God offers us that 
love which never fades, that life which never ends.  

 

C We wait for God, and God does not fail us. God's hope, God's love, and 
God's grace are forever. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN     “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”       ELW #712 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L Let us pray.  Loving God, 
C you are the resurrection and the life. Awaken us with the breath of 

your Spirit, and call us forth in faith as your disciples. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit 
of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and 
they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I  
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 
these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.  
5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, 
and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come  
upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, 
and you shall know that I am the Lord.”  7 So I prophesied as I had been 
commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them, but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord 
God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 
came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.   
11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off  
completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord 
God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, 
O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall 
know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall 
live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 
Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 

 

L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 130 
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; 
2 O Lord, hear my voice!  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my  
supplication. 
3 If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
4 Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.  
5 I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 
6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the 
morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
7 O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love; with 
the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 
8 For the Lord shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
  

GOSPEL READING:  John 11:1-45 
P The Holy Gospel according to John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent 
a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard 
it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, 
so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that  
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.   
7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, 
and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 
hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because 
they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble  
because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.”  
12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them 
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, 
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away,  
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19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even 
now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said 
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they 
die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are 
the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”  28 When  
she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her 
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she 
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet 
come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him.  
31 The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up 
quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and 
saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to 
him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, 
“See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”  38 Then 
Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister 
of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he 
has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard 
me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of 
the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.”  
43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth 
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 
him go.”  45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had 
seen what Jesus did believed in him.  

 

P    The Gospel of the Lord.          C    Praise to you, O Christ 
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SERMON              Pastor Doug Holtz 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE         “What Wonderous Love Is This”         ELW #666 

BAPTISM OF HARPER DORIS HANKEMEIER (10:30 a.m. service) 
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*OFFERTORY             “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” vs 4                 ELW #324                     

We joyfully offer financial gifts to God’s ministry through Gloria Dei in a variety of  
ways.  Either place gifts in offering baskets as they are distributed or go to 
www.gloriadeilc.org/give (or scan QR code) or text your gift to 1-877-952-9422 
this morning.  If you are giving electronically or at a frequency other than weekly, 
please place a blue card  (located in the pew rack) in the offering basket to signify 

*APOSTLES’ CREED (8:00 a.m. service)                                                                  

L Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  

 Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and  

 the life everlasting.   Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (8:00 a.m. service) 
L Hear us, O God.                      
C   Your mercy is great. 

 

* SHARING OF THE PEACE 
L The peace of the Lord be with you always.      
C   And also with you. 
 

SHARING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 
L O God, maker of heaven and earth,    
C your steadfast love embraces all creation.  You send rain and sunshine 

to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.  Through these gifts of 
bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls 
us to bear witness to his saving work.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 

 

*SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the C It is right to give our thanks   
 Lord our God.  and praise. 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

 You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for  
 the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come  
 to the fullness of your grace. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all  
 to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for  
 you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the  
 remembrance of me.  
 

*LORD'S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not  
  into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.   Amen. 
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*WELCOME TO THE TABLE 
P God gives us our food in due season, as our loving provider, as the 

grain that becomes our bread and the grapes of which we drink. Now 
God spreads this table before us, and invites us to join with God and all 
our global family, around one Lord, receiving one bread. Let us come 
now in joy! 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  

*TABLE BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 

*THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

 

P God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores 
our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.  
Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s 
body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LAMB OF 
GOD 

All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper today!    Communion is served by intinction at stations. 
As you come forward, you will receive the bread and then dip it into the divided chalice for wine 
(red) or grape juice (white).  Children who receive communion, please hold out hands to receive 
the bread.  Those not communing, please fold hands to receive a blessing. Please notify an  
usher if you would like to receive communion at your seat. 
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*BLESSING 

P Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into  
 existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose 

breath sustains creation, + bless you now and always. 
C Amen.     
 

*SENDING HYMN          “Bless Now, O God, the Journey”               ELW #326 

DISMISSAL 
L Now go forth with God's hope! 
C We have put flesh on our faith and will go to serve others. 
L Now go forth to fill others with Christ's Light! 
C We will go to call others to new life, wiping away their tears. 
L Now go forth with the steadfast love of the Spirit! 
C We will go to share that hope for which all people long. 
L Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (ELCA)  
1140 Tullar Road, Neenah, WI  54956          
www.gloriadeilc.org     920-725-6822 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

MINISTERS All God’s people at Gloria Dei All God’s people at Gloria Dei 

WORSHIP MINISTRY Pastor Doug Holtz Pastor Doug Holtz 

MINISTER OF MUSIC Dr. Myron Jones Dr. Myron Jones 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR DIRECTOR Jill Kruger Jill Kruger 

CHOIR ACCOMPANIST Sherry Klitz Sherry Klitz 

LITURGY ASSISTANT Dennis Voss Michelle Higgins 

LECTOR Dennis Voss Michelle Higgins 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS Annette & Don Sikma  

USHERS Jim Klitz 
Christine Olsen 

 

GREETERS Carol Anderson/Linda Voss Darlene Bilstad 

ACOLYTE   

NURSERY ATTENDANT   

ALTAR GUILD Sherry Klitz Sherry Klitz 

COFFEE HOST   

LIVE STREAMING  Vincent Guardiola 

THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

• Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service.  Text: Oxford University Press (New York) (OneLicense).  Music:  
Public Domain.  Arrangement: Augsburg Fortress (OneLicense). 

• What Wonderous Love Is This.  Text & Music: Public Domain.  Arrangement: Augsburg Fortress 
(OneLicense).    

• In the Cross of Christ I Glory.  Text & Music:  Public Domain. 
• Bless Now, O God, the Journey.  Text: GIA Publications, Inc. (OneLicense).  Music: Public Domain.   
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23779. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI License #30595699 
and License #2534420 and from OneLicense.net with license #A-703850.  

JOURNEY TO HOPE 
Around the world children need help to grow with love of their fellow man and of their God.  
From conception on, children need good pre-natal care, care in birth, care as they grow to 
adulthood, and love along the way.  Through our Lenten “Journey to Hope” campaign we can 
help mothers, fathers, and all their kids grow in health and in love of God.  Please join us in 
helping God’s children grow as he wishes.  You are God’s hands at work in this place.   


