March 15, 2026
8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Fourth Sunday in Lent

cat,
For judgment I came
into this world, that
those who do not see
may see, and those
who see may become

blind.”

JOHN 8:39, ESV

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

Neenah, Wisconsin
Service of Holy Communion

Ministers Everyone at Gloria Dei
Worship Ministry Pastor Doug Holtz

Welcome to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church!
So that we may come to know each other better...please fill out the maroon

Friendship Pad located at the end of each pew and pass it along for others to
do the same. Once completed, return it and note the names of the others
seated next to you so you may greet one another dfter the service.




Congregational portions are in Bold print, *please stand as you are able

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man
born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now | see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens
our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of
Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of
Christ in our daily lives.

WELCOME

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out
all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Gracious God,

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious

God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious

God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of

the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining

the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your

healing and hope in the world: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding

Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
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P God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the
free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ in
the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One
who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into
your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

C Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN “There is a Balm in Gilead” ELW #614
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1 Some - times I feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,

2 If you can - not preachlike Pe - ter, if you can-not pray like Paul,
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but then the Ho-ly Spir - it re - vives my soul a - gain
you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all”
and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to  lend.
*APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

L Let us pray.

C Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our
hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC “He is the Way” Sunday School Singers
10:30 a.m.

CHILDREN'’S SERMON

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not
match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came
endowment with the Spirit of the Lord, designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor
to Saul.

' The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out;

| will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemlte for | have provided for myself a
king among his sons.” > Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he
will kill me.” And the Lord sa|dé ”Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have
come to sacrifice to the Lord.” " Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show
you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom | name
to you.” * Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem.
The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come
peaceably?” > He said, “Peaceably. | have come to sacrifice to the Lord;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrlﬁce ” And he sanctlﬁed
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. ° When they came, he
Iooked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the Lord "

’But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the
height of his stature, because | have rejected him, for the Lord does not see
as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on
the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel.
He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” ° Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.”

% Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel and Samuel said to
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are
all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse “Send and bring him, for we
will not sit down until he comes here.” ** He sent and brought him in. Now
he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The Lord said,
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“Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” ** Then Samuel took the horn of

oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of

the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set
out and went to Ramah.

L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Someone’s Walkin’ With The Cross” One Voice Choir
Soloist: Dave Pohlman 8:00 a.m.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways
ghat reflect the light of Christ, so that our achty is truly pleasing to God.

Once you were darkness but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as
children of Ilght ? for the frmt of the light is found in all that i is good and
rlght and true. *° Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. '* Take no part
in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. ' For it is shameful
even to mention what such people do secretly, > but everythlng exposed by
the light becomes visible, ** for everything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says, ”Sleeper awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine
on you.”

L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL READING: John 9:1-41
P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 9th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual
blmdness to the things of God.

! As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. * His disciples
asked h|m “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” > Jesus answered ”Nelther this man nor his parents sinned; he was
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. * We must work
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one
can work. > As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.” ® When
he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ’ saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (WhICh means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able
to see. 2 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar
began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” ° Some were
saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He



kept saying, “l am he.” 9Byt they kept asking him, “Then how were your

eyes opened?” ! He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it
on my eyes, and said to me, ’Go to Siloam and wash.” Then | went and
washed and received my sight.” ** They said to him, “Where is he?” He
said, “l do not know.” "~ They brought to the Pharlsees the man who had
formerly been blind. * Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the
mud and opened his eyes. > Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how
he had received his S|ght He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then |
washed, and now | see.” '®* Some of the Pharlsees said, “This man is not
from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, ”How can a
man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided

they said again to the innd man, “What do you say about him? It was your
eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” *® The Jews did not believe
that he had been blind and had received his S|ght until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight ° and asked them, “Is th|s
your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His
parents answered ‘We know that this is our son and that he was born
blind, ** but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.”

* His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews
had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah
would be put out of the synagogue. > Therefore his parents said, “He is of
age; ask him.” **So for the second time they called the man who had been
blind, and they said to h|m “Give glory to God! We know that this manis a
sinner.” > He answered, “| do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing |
do know, that though | was blind, now | see.’ They said to him, “What
did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” %’ He answered them “I
have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear
it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” *® Then they reviled
him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. *° We
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know
where he comes from.” ** The man answered ‘Here is an astonishing
thlngI You do not know where he comes from yet he opened my eyes.

' We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one
who worships him and obeys his will. >* Never since the world be%an has it
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. * If this
man were not from God, he could do nothing.” ** They answered him, “You
were born entlrely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove
him out. > Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found
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him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” ** He answered, “And
who is he, sir? Tell me, so that | may believe in him.” » 37 Jesus said to him,
“You have seen him, and the one speakin%with you is he.” *® He said,
“Lord, | believe.” And he worshiped him. ™ Jesus said, “l came into th|s
world for judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who
do see may become blind.” ** Some of the Pharisees who were W|th him
heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” ** Jesus said
to them, “If you were bImd you would not have sin. But now that you say,
‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ
SERMON Pastor Doug Holtz
*SONG OF RESPONSE “Dearest Jesus at Your Word” ELW #520
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
L Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L Hearus, O God. C Your mercy is great.

* SHARING OF THE PEACE
L The peace of the Lord be with you always. C And also with you.

SHARING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS

We joyfully offer financial gifts to God’s ministry through Gloria Dei in a variety of [m] e
ways. Either place gifts in offering baskets as they are distributed or go to T
www.qgloriadeilc.org/qgive (or scan QR code) or text your gift to 1-877-952-9422 :
this morning. If you are giving electronically or at a frequency other than weekly, 138
please place a blue card (located in the pew rack) in the offering basket to signify [®]H
your gifts. Thank you for your generous response to God’s blessings!

*OFFERTORY “In the Cross of Christ | Glory” vs 4 ELW #324
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sa - cred sto - ry gath - ers round its head sub - lime.
Cross for - sake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy.
ra - diance stream -ing adds more lus - ter to the day.
knows no mea - sure, joys that through all time a - bide.

*OFFERING PRAYER

L
C

Let us pray together,

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all
creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring
forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into
the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his sav-
ing work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P

Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.




DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper today! Communion is served by intinction at stations.
As you come forward, you will receive the bread and then dip it into the divided chalice for wine
(red) or grape juice (white). Children who receive communion, please hold out hands to receive
the bread. Those not communing, please fold hands to receive a blessing. Please notify an
usher if you would like to receive communion at your seat.

LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores
our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s
body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BLESSING

P Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into
existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose
breath sustains creation, + bless you now and always.

C Amen.
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*SENDING HYMN “Be Thou My Vision” ELW #793
0 |
YD I
4 R ™ — I  A— I I | |
(o Yt 2| | | I I —— | | | =
& | | | | o & & e
Y - - o ° °
1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - to - 1y won,
0 |
b A J— . . I I
y 4 | | | i > ) > i =
=
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine 1in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
0 | :
G LTt e e
D i — — T | o | P | | |
J ' ' | | g @ = -
—
thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
0 |
3] I I | .
VAW I;,‘ | | | - F - | | | | | |
(> o1 P ° g P | | | |
a7 P o | | i e b r P o =
S I — o— ¢
wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
SENDING

L Goin peace. Believe the good news.

C Thanks be to God.

America, or our own back yard children need help to be all God wants
them to be. Our Lenten “Journey to Hope” campaign recognizes that all

JOURNEY TO HOPE
All around the world children need help to grow. Whether in Africa, South

children need food, shelter, clothing, and love to ensure the best transition

from egg to adulthood. Your gifts will allow children at home and abroad

to become all they can be. Your support gives hope and potential to those

you care to love.
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THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

MINISTERS All God’s people at Gloria Dei | All God’s people at Gloria Dei
WORSHIP MINISTRY Pastor Doug Holtz Pastor Doug Holtz
MINISTER OF MUSIC Dr. Myron Jones Dr. Myron Jones
CHILDREN’S CHOIR DIRECTOR | Jill Kruger Jill Kruger
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST Sherry Klitz Sherry Klitz
LITURGY ASSISTANT Christine Olsen Christine Olsen
LECTOR Christine Olsen Roger Herman
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS Jeaneen Schoessow Mary Kuehnl/Jean Herman
USHERS Doug Rohloff Steve Kuehnl/

Roger Herman
GREETERS Carol Anderson Jean Herman/Marilyn Catlin
ACOLYTE Jackson Tice
NURSERY ATTENDANT
ALTAR GUILD Carol Anderson Carol Anderson
COFFEE HOST
LIVE STREAMING Vincent Guardiola

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (ELCA)
1140 Tullar Road, Neenah, WI 54956
920-725-6822
www.gloriadeilc.org

e There Is a Balm in Gilead. Text & Music: Public Domain.

e Dearest Jesus, at Your Word. Text & Music: Public Domain.
o In the Cross of Christ | Glory. Text & Music: Public Domain.
e Be Thou My Vision. Text & Music: Public Domain.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23779.
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reserved.

Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI License #30595699
and License #2534420 and from Onelicense.net with license #A-703850.
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