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March 8, 2026 
8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
Neenah, Wisconsin 

Service of Holy Communion 

 

Ministers Everyone at Gloria Dei 
Worship Ministry Pastor Dan & Deacon Becky Luett  

Welcome to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church!   
So that we may come to know each other better...please fill out the maroon 
Friendship Pad located at the end of each pew and pass it along for others to 

do the same.  Once completed, return it and note the names of the others 
seated next to you so you may greet one another after the service.    
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Congregational portions are in Bold print,  *please stand as you are able 

In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst for 
God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the waters of baptism. 
The early church used this gospel and those of the next two Sundays to deepen  
baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation before baptism at Easter. As  
we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath, and meal—
offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. 
C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out 

all offenses. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious 

God, 
C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious 

God, 
C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of 

the Spirit: Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining 

the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your 

healing and hope in the world: Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding 

Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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P God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.  Through faith, the 
free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ in 
the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  The Spirit of the One 
who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into  

 your hearts, and gives you life and peace. 
C Amen. 
 

*GATHERING HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” vs 1,2,4,5  ELW #533 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                      4 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L Let us pray. 
C Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and 

wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from 
the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING:  Exodus 17:1-7 
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried 
out in desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water 
for the people. The doubt-filled question—“Is the Lord among us or not?”—received a 
very positive answer. 
1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites jour-
neyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but 
there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with 
Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you 
quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted 
there for water, and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why 
did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with 
thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do for this people? 
They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The Lord said to Moses, “Go on 
ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in 
your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will be stand-
ing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water 
will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight 
of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because 
the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us 
or not?” 
L Word of God, Word of Life. C Thanks be to God. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC             “Near the Cross”               One Voice Choir - 10:30am 
 

PSALM:  Psalm 95 
1 Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the rock of our  
salvation. 
2 Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud 
shout to the Lord with psalms. 
3 For you, Lord, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods. 
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4 In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are also 
yours. 
5 The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry 
land. 
6 Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our 
maker. 
7 For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the 
sheep of God’s hand.  Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice! 
8 “Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the 
desert. 
9 There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the test, though they 
had seen my works. 
10 Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, ‘The heart of this people 
goes astray; they do not know my ways.’ 
11 Indeed I swore in my anger, ‘They shall never come to my rest.’ ”   
 

GOSPEL READING:  John 4:5-42 
P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 4th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in 
turn, leads many others to faith. 
5 [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that 
Jacob had given to his son Joseph.6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired 
out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.  7 A Samaritan 
woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His 
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to 
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” 
 (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered 
her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give  
me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is 
deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our  
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank 
from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will 
never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of 
water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me 
this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to 
draw water.”  16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 
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 17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You 
are right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’ 18 for you have had five husbands, 
and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is 
true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our 
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where 
people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe 
me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we wor-
ship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming 
and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spir-
it, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The 
woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). 
“When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I 
am he, the one who is speaking to you.”  27 Just then his disciples came. 
They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one 
said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28 Then 
the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the 
people, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! 
He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the city and were on their 
way to him.  31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat  
something.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not 
know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has 
brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do 
the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35 Do you not say, 
‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around 
you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper is already 
receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and 
reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows 
and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. 
Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”  39 Many  
Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s  
testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40 So when the  
Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed 
there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word. 42 They 
said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we  
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the 
Savior of the world.” 
P    The Gospel of the Lord.          C    Praise to you, O Christ 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Dan Luett 

 

SERMON      Becky Luett, Deacon 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE        “As the Winter Days Grow Longer”       ACS #924 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                   

L Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He  

 descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead.  

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and  

 the life everlasting.   Amen. 
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*OFFERTORY             “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” vs 3                 ELW #324                     

We joyfully offer financial gifts to God’s ministry through Gloria Dei in a variety of  
ways.  Either place gifts in offering baskets as they are distributed or go to 
www.gloriadeilc.org/give (or scan QR code) or text your gift to 1-877-952-9422 
this morning.  If you are giving electronically or at a frequency other than weekly, 
please place a blue card  (located in the pew rack) in the offering basket to signify 
your gifts.  Thank you for your generous response to  God’s blessings!   

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
L Hear us, O God.            
C   Your mercy is great. 

 

* SHARING OF THE PEACE 
L The peace of the Lord be with you always.          
C   And also with you. 
 

SHARING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 
L Let us pray together,   
C O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all 

creation.  You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring 
forth its bounty.  Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into 
the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his sav-
ing work.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

*SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts.  
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*LORD'S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not  
  into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.   Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Come to the table.  Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  
All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper today!    Communion is served by intinction at stations. 
As you come forward, you will receive the bread and then dip it into the divided chalice for wine 
(red) or grape juice (white).  Children who receive communion, please hold out hands to receive 
the bread.  Those not communing, please fold hands to receive a blessing. Please notify an  
usher if you would like to receive communion at your seat. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

P God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores 
our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.  
Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s 
body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 

P Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into 
existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose 
breath sustains creation, + bless you now and always. 

C Amen.     
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*SENDING HYMN               “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”                   ELW #623 

SENDING 
L Go in peace.  Believe the good news.   
C Thanks be to God. 

JOURNEY TO HOPE 
Many of us have had the opportunity to see our own children grow in the 
womb and to blossom into wonderful people.  One man who’s child was 
born with help from the “Journey to Hope” campaign reports that “Not 
only has my wife’s health improved during her pregnancy, but there is 
peace in our family.”   Like us, he greatly appreciates God’s gift but did you 
notice, his “wife’s health  IMPROVED during her pregnancy”.  Your gifts will 
not just help ensure children are well cared for, but their parents as well.   
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (ELCA)  
1140 Tullar Road, Neenah, WI  54956          

920-725-6822    
www.gloriadeilc.org 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

MINISTERS All God’s people at Gloria Dei All God’s people at Gloria Dei 

WORSHIP MINISTRY Pastor Dan &  
Deacon Becky Luett 

Pastor Dan &   
Deacon Becky Luett 

MINISTER OF MUSIC Dr. Myron Jones Dr. Myron Jones 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR DIRECTOR Jill Kruger Jill Kruger 

CHOIR ACCOMPANIST Sherry Klitz Sherry Klitz 

LITURGY ASSISTANT Steve Graf Steve Graf 

LECTOR Steve Graf Steve Graf 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS Tom Riedasch Jean Herman 

USHERS Christine Olsen 
Nancy Swanson 

 

GREETERS Cathy Graf Jean Herman 

ACOLYTE   

NURSERY ATTENDANT   

ALTAR GUILD Christine Olsen Christine Olsen 

COFFEE HOST Diane Haug  

LIVE STREAMING  R.Helms/D.Walters 

THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

• Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty.  Text & Music:  Public Domain. 
• As the Winter Days Grow Longer.  Text: GIA Publications, Inc (OneLicense).  Arrangement: Augsburg 

Fortress (OneLicense).    
• In the Cross of Christ I Glory.  Text & Music:  Public Domain. 
• Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me.  Text & Music: Public Domain.   
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23779. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI License #30595699 
and License #2534420 and from OneLicense.net with license #A-703850.  


