February 18, 2026
6:30 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Worship Service

ASH WEDNESDAY

REMEMBRANCE®HROUGH SACRIFICE

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Neenah, Wisconsin
Service of Holy Communion
Ministers Everyone at Gloria Dei

Pastor Pastor Karen Jewell-vanBuskirk

Welcome to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church!

So that we may come to know each other better...please fill out the maroon
Friendship Pad located at the end of each pew and pass it along for others to
do the same. Once completed, return it and note the names of the others
seated next to you so you may greet one another after the service.




Congregational portions are in Bold print, *please stand as you are able

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting
and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and re-
turn to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked
on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have
already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our
hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptis-
mal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world.

GATHERING - Please enter in silence.

GREETING - Please remain seated.
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

INVITATION TO LENT

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of
remembering Jesus' passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is
renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and
for God's mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with
God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our
own humanness and sinfulness separates us from God, our neighbors, and
creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil
and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. | invite
you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance,
prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by
the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these
forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus' death and resurrection.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (please remain seated)
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.

C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.



P Gracious God,

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious
God,

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious
God,

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of
the Spirit: Gracious God,

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining
the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of
your healing and hope in the world: Gracious God,

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding
Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God,

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the
free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the
One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love
into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

C Amen.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES

P Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May
these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us
that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

(All may come forward to receive the ashes. Please follow the directions of the ushers.
A hymn is sung at this time.)

Ministers mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying:
P Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.
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After those who desire ashes have received them, all may remain seated and the
minister continues:

P Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

C that we may show forth your glory in the world.

P By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

C bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

C Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and
you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and
honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive
from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



FIRST READING: Joel 2:1-2, 12-14

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near
— 2a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like
blackness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes;
their like has never been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to
come. “*Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; “*rend your hearts and not your
clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.
“Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing
behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD, your God?

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 51:1-12

'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great
compassion blot out my offenses.

2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from
my sin.

*For | know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.

*Against you only have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you
are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.

sIndeed, | was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother's womb.
‘Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know
wisdom deep within.

’Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and | shall be
purer than snow.

*Let me hear joy and gladness, that the body you have broken may rejoice.
*Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
uCast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from
me.

zRestore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your Bountiful
Spirit.



*GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 6th chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“Beware of practicing your piety before others
in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father
in heaven. *“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they
may be praised by others. Truly | tell you, they have received their reward.
*But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, “so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you. “And whenever you pray, do not be like
the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the
street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly | tell you, they have
received their reward. °But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut
the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees
in secret will reward you. *“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like
the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they
are fasting. Truly | tell you, they have received their reward. “But when you
fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, **so that your fasting may be
seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who
sees in secret will reward you. *“Do not store up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and
steal; *°but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
REFLECTION Pastor Karen Jewell-vanBuskirk



*HYMN “Be Thou My Vision” ELW #793
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*APOSTLES’ CREED

L Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

*THE PRAYERS
L Hearus, O God. C Your mercy is great.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. C And also with you.

SHARING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS

We joyfully offer financial gifts to God’s ministry through Gloria Dei in a variety

of ways. Either place gifts in offering baskets as they are distributed or go to -
www.gloriadeilc.org/give (or scan QR code) or text your gift to 1-877-952-9422 this
morning. If you are giving electronically or at a frequency other than weekly, please 148
place a blue card (located in the pew rack) in the offering basket to signify your
gifts. Thank you for your generous response to God’s blessings!

*OFFERTORY “In the Cross of Christ | Glory” vs 1 ELW #324
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*OFFERING PRAYER

L Let us pray together,

C O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all
creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring
forth its bounty. Though these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into
the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his
saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
(Congregation is seated)

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

O 0O VOO

All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. Communion will be served at the Altar railing
today. Please kneel or stand around the altar and partake of the bread and wine as you
receive it. (indicate if you would like gluten-free bread or grape juice). Children who
receive communion, please hold out hands to receive the bread. Place empty chalice in the
basket as you leave the Altar Railing. Please notify an usher if you would like Communion
at your seat.




LAMB OF GOD
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P God of our salvation, we give y ou thanks for this meal that restores our
souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through
the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the
world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

*BLESSING

P Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into
existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose
breath sustains creation, + bless you now and always.

C Amen.
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*SENDING HYMN  “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days” ELW #319
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*DISMISSAL

L Goin peace. Believe the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
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PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR
RESURRECTION HOPE
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6:30 p.m. Worship Service
Minister of Music: Dr. Myron Jones
Liturgy/Lector: Christine Olsen
Acolyte: Audrey Johnson

Ushers: Noah Johnson

Live Streaming: Ryan Helms

Altar Guild: Marlene Marks
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