
DeiLites 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

NEWSLETTER—WEEK of December 7, 2025 
office@gloriadeilc.org  ~   920-725-6822   

Worship with us -  Sunday at 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Online Worship @ https://www.youtube.com/c/gloriadei (Sunday) 

3K-5th grade Sunday School @ 9:10-10:10 a.m.   6th-8th grade Confirmation Wed @ 6:15-7:30pm 
Adult Bible Study - Thurs @ 7:30 a.m. and Sunday @ 9:10 a.m. 

Prayers for Sarah Mercier, Gale Zimbrick, Sandy Wahamaki, Robert, Jerry Lindow, Tom Flemming, George  
Bureau, Liam, Ken Mercier, Mary Staffeld, Kate Rogge, Karen Morten, Russ, Glenn, Jean Herman, Barb Koehler, 
David Klitz, Ian Bader, Doug Waehler, George, Bob Frank, and Malachi.  Prayers for Gary & Jill Kruger & family on 
the passing of Gary’s mother, Pat.  Prayers for Jan & Bob Williamsen & family on the passing of their brother-in-
law, Marv Gossen. 

SCRIP 
Sunday 

December Coffee Hour is being sponsored by 
Keith & Colleen Mustain.  Thank you. 

Advent Theme at Gloria Dei: What do you fear?  Insisting on Hope This Advent:   
This season, we acknowledge the reality of fear in our lives, while recognizing that God is calling us 
with a new Word, a promise of presence and love through Jesus.  The key for our lives is HOPE! 

 

We invite you to participate in the following ways:  
• Devotions: Devotions around the theme of  God’s insistence on Hope, in real life,  and the promise of God’s  
 arrival through Jesus.  Please pick one up and use at home each day/week this season.    
• Advent Brunch:  Dec 7 at 9 – 10:15 a.m. Enjoy fellowship, good food and spiritual care for one another.   
• Decorating Trees at church:  Dec 8 
• Children’s Christmas Program:  December 14 @ 10:30 a.m. worship: Signs of the hope of Jesus 

abound in the voices, songs and messages of the children sharing the good news of Jesus.  
• Christmas Cantata:  9 a.m. Worship, Sunday December 21:  Hear, feel and experience the anticipation 

of God’s gift of love for all creation.   
• Wednesday, December 24:  Worship at 4 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. (Prelude at 3:45 p.m. & 6:10 p.m.)   
• Thursday, December 25:  Christmas Day Worship at 9 a.m. with Holy Communion. 
• Sunday, December 28:  First Sunday of Christmas Worship at 9 a.m. – Lessons & Carols Worship  

Christmas Giving:  This year we adopted  
4 families  and 15 children.  Due to the 
snow storm we got date extended.  Please 
pull a tag off the tree and bring back item 
unwrapped before Dec 11. 

Advent Brunch this Sunday, Dec 7 between services -- 
egg bakes and baked goods.  Sunday school kids 
please eat first so you can get to Christmas program 
practice.     

SCRIP Sunday:  In preparation for the holidays -- there are 
2 more dates (12/7 & 12/14) you can order before  
Christmas.  Order forms are in the SCRIP mailbox near 
church office.  Submit order forms on Sunday by 10am. 

"WHAT SOUNDS LIKE FUN?  How about Bunco and a 
white elephant gift exchange?  Come to FUN AND 
FELLOWSHIP GAME DAY CHRISTMAS PARTY.  
Tuesday, December 9 at 1:00 pm.  Wrap up a white 
elephant gift for exchanging.  Hope you come and 
join in the fun." 

Attention all interested parties in learning how to run 
the church sound system and run church live stream.  
Short training will take place Sundays Dec 7 & Dec 14 
at 9:45am in the Narthex. 

Thank you Loopy Loomers for your time and dedication to 
this mission of giving hats and scarfs to those in need. This 
year, we are excited to report that hats and scarfs were  
donated to: 
Bethel in Madison - 135 hats Blessing Box - Ongoing 
Giving Tree. 28 hats Harbour House - 100 hats 
Hepatha - 103 hats & 2 scarfs Thanksgiving Basket  49 hats 
Thrivent - 100 hats & scarfs 
Ruth’s Pantry - 155 hats & 40 scarfs 
Salvation Army - 325 hats & 30 scarfs 
Pillars - 100 hats, 10 scarfs, 10 pairs of mittens 

 

Total of 1,123 hats, 85 scarfs, and 10 pairs of mittens.  

 
 

We are always looking for individuals to join us in this year 
long mission. God Bless you Loomers!  Jeaneen Schoessow 
& Mary Farrell  

Fritz Schoessow bench dedication will be  
Sunday, Dec 7 @ 8am Worship Service. 

SS Christmas Program Practice Sat, Dec 6 @ 9am-Noon 

Book Study: See Me, Believe Me.  The Racial Equity Team of our synod invites you to a Zoom discussion of the impactful book, 
See Me, Believe Me: A Guide to Deepen Allyship with Congregational Leaders of Color by Yolanda Denson-Byers.  This concise 
yet powerful resource offers an honest look at the challenges leaders and members of color encounter in predominantly white 
congregations. Through storytelling, biblical reflection, and colleague interviews, Denson-Byers provides vital insights and  
concrete suggestions for deepening allyship in the church.  Two separate one-time discussions are scheduled, both including 
time for idea sharing:  Rostered Leaders: January 29 from 11:30am to 1pm & Lay Leaders: January 31 from 10am to 11:30am 
If interested, please sign up with Jeanne Jerks, who will send you a link to the event.  For more information, contact Pr. Cath 
Mode or Pr. Kim Swenson.  Find the Book on Amazon. 
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Week 
at a 
Glance 

7 SUNDAY   
8:00 Worship Service (Live 
Streamed on YouTube)  
9:00 Advent Brunch  
9:10  Sunday School  
9:10 Adult Bible Study 
10:30 Worship Service       
12:30 Woodchippers 
                                SCRIP                                

8 MONDAY 
7:30 Pilates 
 
 
 
6:00 Ed/Youth 
Ministry Mtg 
6:30 Finance 
Committee Mtg 

9 TUESDAY 
No Quilting 
9:00 Zumba 
 
1:00 Fun & 
Fellowship 
Game Day 
Christmas Party 

10 WEDNESDAY 

 
 
 
 
No Confirmation or Jr 
Choir 
6:30 One Voice Choir 
Practice 

11 THURSDAY 
7:30 Morning Bible Study 
9:00 Clergy Mtg Linwood Pl 
 
 
3:15-4:15 Coffee House 
 
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

12 FRIDAY 
7:30 Pilates 
 
 
1:30 Ruth Circle 
 
7:00 Women w/Hope NA  

13 SATURDAY 
10:30-12:30 
FVCT Christmas 
Dinner 

Looking Ahead:    
• Pastor Tabitha’s farewell cake - Dec 28 after 9am service 
Check out kiosk for more information. 

In December there will be a Community 
Christmas Dinner on Saturday, Dec 13.  Prayer 
service at 10:30am and meal served from 
11:30am-12:30pm.  Held at St Paul Lutheran Church.  
Looking for volunteers:  to make cookies - need 12 doz; 
to make fruit pies - need 7; drivers to deliver meals; 5 
volunteers to help day of event; and 1 volunteer to help 
with clean-up.  Sign up on kiosk or call church office if 
you can help. 

Dec 13 the Fox Valley Chorus of Sweet Adelines will  
present: "Holiday Lane Christmas Market" @ First  
Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall, 200 S Church Street 
(entrance on Doty Ave), Neenah.  Doors open at 1:30.  
Show is 2:30-4.  For tickets call 920-851-6364.  $15 adults, 
$10 for 12 yrs and under.  Before the show, browse the 
Christmas Market, featuring handmade gifts, crafts, and 
homemade goodies.  Bring your family and friends for a 
joyful celebration of music, community, and Christmas 
cheer. See flyer on kiosk.   

Join the One Voice Choir in our presentation of Lloyd 
Larsen’s Cantata ‘The Glory of Christmas’ which will be 
offered at Gloria Dei at the 9am service Dec 21.  New  
participants only need to rehearse Dec 10 and 17 from 
6:30-7:30pm.  Contact Myron Jones with questions. 

Opportunity to help the community on Cold Days!!   
St. Paul Lutheran Church in Neenah is preparing to open 
a day warming shelter on very cold days during the  
winter months.  Volunteers from Gloria Dei and other 
 Neenah church are invited to help.  When opened on 
cold days, volunteers will be contacted and be able to 
sign up for a morning shift (8:15-12:30) or an afternoon 
shift (12:30-4:45) as it works in their schedule. (3  
volunteers are needed per shift). If you're interested in 
helping out sometime this winter, please contact Pastor 
Amy Engebose at pastor@stpaulneenah.org.  

Sunday School Christmas Program will be  
Sunday, Dec 14 at 10:30 service.  Practices will 
be held during Sunday school hour.  Sunday 

School families are asked to bring 1 dz cookies to enjoy 
after the Christmas program.  Looking for a  volunteer 
to set up and serve the cookies after the 10:30 service 
on Dec 14.  Contact Jill Kruger if  you can help. 

Lutheran Summer Music 2025 Musical Advent Devotional:   
Go to https://www.lsmacademy.org/acal.  Daily 11/30-12/24 

Pick up your Advent Devotional - on table in narthex. 

 Altar Guild Greeter Acolyte Ushers Liturgy  
Assistant 

Communion 
Assistant 

Lector  

Dec 7 Judy Brown Johnson Family Audrey  
Johnson 

Noah Johnson/    
Nancy Swanson 

Chris Drews Jeaneen 
Schoessow 

Chris Drews 8:00 

 Judy Brown  Landon 
Schaller 

Don Reid/Mike 
Farrell 

Jay Olson Jay Olson  10:30 

Dec 14 Linda Evenson   Terry Gulke/ Robyn               
Krueger 

 Robyn               
Krueger 

8:00 

 Linda Evenson  Landon 
Schaller 

 Ryan Michaud Ryan Michaud  10:30 

On the Road Together: The ELCA in Southern Africa:  “In days to come the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above 
the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.” - Isaiah 2:2 

 

The Isaiah reading from the first Sunday in Advent paints a picture of the whole world coming together, streaming to the Lord’s 
house. This December, we give thanks to God for nations and churches - literally coming together - as an expression of our  
relationship in Christ.  

 

Soon a delegation from our synod will travel to South Africa for a bishops' consultation with our global companions in the  
Western Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (ELCSA). Every ELCA bishop in a companion relationship 
with ELCSA has been invited to lead a small delegation to South Africa for consultation on theological education, time in our 
companion diocese, and the celebration of the 50th anniversary of ELCSA as a denomination. Please hold Bishop Anne, Pastor 
Peter Mannjoa, Pastor Erik Roth and Dr. Beth Elness-Hanson (of Wartburg Seminary) in your prayers. 

 

Follow along through the Wave and our social media this Advent as we share updates from our synod’s delegation and impact 
stories from the companion relationships that have been formed between our congregations and congregations of the ELCSA. 
How might your church stay connected to the partnership visit? Include this visit and your companions in your intercessory  
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